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Thanks, Joe Farias and Al Hilbert for contributing 

your time and efforts in creating this Senior 

Softball League History Journal. Many thanks 

also, to those others who contributed.  
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

                            CHARLIE ADAMS   

 
Charlie Adams- HARD Senior Softball - Most senior player, 

still competes each year with the same enthusiasm that he 

has always exhibited. Charli e is shown here competing in the 

Rock 'n Reno Challenge Cup in 2011 (80 years old division). 

Charlie also enjoys playing in our HARD Senior Softballs  

(70+, 60+) and (50+) leagues each year, while still maintaining 

excellent overall softball skills in hitti ng and fielding his 

position. (Wherever that might be).  



 
Other  Top Performers in our HARD  Senior Softball 80+  

group of players have been : Manny Hernandez - Chuck Cannistraci - 

Dean Perkins - Jack Moore - Bob Schmidt - John Huizar - Ron Silva- 

John  Lindberg - Al Hilbert - Gene Klein- Carlos Holguin - Al Rosellini - 

Bob Burkfield - Eloy Solis - Al Conf enti ð Gabe Adami ð John Bailey -

Don Keller ð Don Allen ð Bob Askey ð Fred Butler ð Gary Symons ð 

John Chacon ð Doug Phillips ð Harvey Kooy ð Walt McQue ston and  

Harold Manley  
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The HARD Senior Softball League started play in Castro Valley/ Hayward 
in 1990. It was the result of a number of ñbeer leagueò players asking 
HARD (Hayward Area Recreation District) to sponsor an over 50-softball 
team that would play games during the week in the daytime. The ñbeer 
leaguesò, mainly representing bars on Mission Blvd. in the Hayward area, 
had played in a somewhat organized league on Sundays. Many of the 
original players that first year had played in the ñbeer leaguesò for years. 
Most were retired and wanted to play during the weekdays and not at 
night or on Sundays. 

 
 
In 1990 teams were located in Pleasant Hill, Livermore, Alameda, 
Martinez, Redwood City, Concord, Danville and Castro Valley. They all 
agreed to participate in a league. The name selected was Diablo Senior 
Softball League. Games were played on either Tuesday or Thursday with 
practice on the alternate day. I (Joe Farias) was the Director of Castro 
Valley Adult School and was asked by Rita Shue, (former Superintendent 
of HARD), to co-sponsor the team with HARD. I set it up as an adult 
school class and as a certified teacher had to be present at practices and  
games as I was the teacher of record. Naturally I played and practiced 
with the team (class). Our home field was the softball field at the 
Community Center on Lake Chabot Road in Castro Valley. The first 
practice was held on March 14, 1990 at noon. Our first game was April 



24th in Redwood City. No results are available from that first year. 
Players on that team included George Krug, Jerry Bishop, Mercer 
Campbell, Jake Dalton, Harold Atthowe and Manual Moura. We were a 
competitive team and agreed after the season that we would continue the 
following year. 
 
In 1991 the league continued with our HARD contact being Laura File. 
Jake Dalton became the Softball Commissioner Representative for the 
Castro Valley Team. A number of players joined that year including Al 
Hilbert, Gene Jones, Burt Rigley, John Lindberg, Roberta Pratt, Harry 
Francis and Ben Baptiste. Ben would be the first person to keep stats for 
the teams, Harry Francis would be the first designated Softball 
Commissioner for Castro Valley, some years later Gene Jones would 
have an award named after him, Al Hilbert would later be the 
Commissioner of the 65 league and a longtime manager (A 30 year plus 
teacher in San Lorenzo), John Lindberg would be a manager and a 
leading hitter during the 90ôs, Bobbie (Roberta) Pratt has been a long 
time member of the league and Burt Rigley (a Deacon at Transfiguration 
Catholic Church in Castro Valley) was a calming influence on everyone. 
No results available. We played teams in Martinez, Walnut Creek, 
Pleasanton, Danville and Livermore. We played our games at the 
Community Center in Castro Valley. Senior Softball was on the move in 
the Castro Valley/Hayward area. ñWe were having funò  
 



 
 

 ALL TEAM PICTURES  ARE LISTED LEFT TO RIGHT  

 
Front Row:  George Krug, unknown, unknown, Joe Farias, Jack Chabek  

Second Row:  Manuel Moura, Ray Magorno, Mercer Campbell, unknown,  

Jake Dalton,  Jer r y Bishop  

 

In 1992 the first game was played at the Community Center on April 2. 
Games were also played at Heather Farms in Walnut Creek, Concord, 
Pleasanton, Pleasant Hill and Alameda. We continued with one team with 
approximately 17 players on that team. The league was very competitive 
and we had many close games with all the teams in the league. Rules 
were written to make an attempt to create a common ground. Jake Dalton 
was again our representative to the league. No results available for 1992. 

   

In 1993 the league was expanded to two teams. The Blue Team and the 
Red Team. The first meeting was held on March 2 at the Castro Valley 



Community Center. The first practice was March 4. The first game was a 
practice game against Alameda on March 11. Other teams in the league 
that year were Danville, Alameda, Pleasanton, Livermore, Walnut Creek 
and Pleasant Hill. The Blue Team (also called Hayward Faults) had 
players that participated: Chuck Cannistraci, Gene Klein, Joe Farias, 
John Lindberg, Roberta Pratt and Larry Ross. Participants on the Red 
Team included: Nancy Butler, Manny Hernandez, Al Hilbert, and Bev Van 
Gundy. Other members of the Blue Team were Ben Baptiste, Mercer 
Campbell (manager), Jack Chabek, Jake Dalton, Bob Duerson, Harry 
Francis, James Franks, Ozzie Kuhns, Ray Magorno, Pat Malotte, Manual 
Moura, and Dave OôMahoney. The Red team had John Beckwith 
(manager), Jim Bisenius, Mike DeGuzman, Don Driesback, Tony 
Hernandez, Bill Huston, George Krug, Gordon Pappas, Burton Rigley, 
Eugene Steve, Robert Takayama, John Young, and Patrick McDonald. 
Many of these players had a great history: Baptiste was our stats keeper; 
Campbell managed and had been an elementary principal in Hayward, 
Francis would be the First Commissioner, Franks was a Preacher, 
Malotte was great to look at, Beckwith started the year end barbeques 
and managed and sponsored also, Bisenius had been baseball coach at 
Hayward High and managed in our league, an award was named after 
DeGuzman, Tony Hernandez was Mannyôs brother, Larry Ross was a 
longtime manager and excellent hitter, Bill Huston managed for a few 
years, Gordon Pappas was a retired music teacher, and John Young was 
a great pitcher and a neighbor of Bev Van Gundy. Besides the summer 
league we continued with a winter league through the month of 
November. All in all it was a great group in 1993 and everyone had fun 
playing the game. The league continued to move ahead. . Some leading 
hitters that year were Bert Rigley (.725), Eugene Steve (.625), Ben 
Baptiste (.618), Joe Farias (.622), and John Lindberg (.633). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

1993 HARD ð Team (Blue)  

 

Front Row:  Manuel Moura, Ray Magorno, Bobbie Pratt,  

Pat Malotte, Larry Ross  

 

Second Row:  John Lindberg, Jack Chabek, Gene Klein, Jake 

Dalton, Dave OõMahoney, Ben Baptiste, Mercer Campbell,  

Joe Farias, Bob Duerson  
 

 



In January 1994 I was reassigned to again be Castro Valleyôs High 
School Principal and thus could not be involved early on with the league. 
But a number of individuals stepped up to keep the league moving 
forward. Al Hilbert, Larry Ross, John Beckwith, Harry Francis, Chuck 
Cannistraci, Mercer Campbell, John Lindberg, and Eugene Steve all 
insured the league would continue to grow and be competitive. 
 

Three teams Red, White and Blue were drafted. The fields at Centennial 
(off of Winton and Amador) were utilized by the league for the first time. 
The rosters showed 38 players for the three teams. Again the teams 
played against were Pleasanton, Livermore, Alameda, Walnut Creek, 
Danville, Martinez, and Pleasant Hill. The records for the three teams 
were 9 wins and 15 losses for the C.V. Red, 17 wins and 6 losses for C. 
V. White, and 12 wins and 12 losses for C.V. Blue. Batting averages 
during these years were not very high as one had to get a real hit. Those 
keeping stats insured that a hit was a hit. In the new era a hit seems to be 
getting on base. Among the three teams Gary Silveria was the leading 
hitter at .766. Gary was a long time mainstay in the league. Even after a 
hip replacement Gary continued to play until 2010. The leading hitters 
that year were Darrell Dolin (His first year in the league) who had 9 
homeruns and batted .606, Pat McDonald (.604), Bryon West with 6 
homeruns in 13 at bats, John Young (.600), and John Lindberg (.622). 
Gene Klein was a member of the Blue team and continues to come out 
and watch games. A major rule change in ô94 was the 5 run per inning 
except for the last inning. Prior to that a 10-5 mercy rule had been in 
place. 
  

 
 
 
 



  
 
 

First HARD Senior uniforms  

Ben Baptiste, Joe Farias  

 
   

 
 
In 1995 the 50ôs league expanded to four teams. The Castro Valley Reds, 
the Senior Swingers, the East Bay Stars and the Hayward Rowdys. The 
Reds were 8 and 17, the Senior Swingers were 5 and 19, the East Bay 
Stars were 10 and 17, and the Rowdys were 8 and 17. The competition 
across the hill was tough. Danville had some big guys who could hit a 
ton. Lots of new players were in the league. Marsh Lebowitz (became a 


